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Chinese Are Learning the ‘Linguo’

By Michael Parks

Los Angeles Times Service
EIJING — While millions of Chinese are
studying English, French, Japanese and
. Russian- 10 %mlp speed China’'s moderniza-

|+ tion, more than 120,000 people here are

* learning Esperanto, the 97-year-old “interna-
 tional language” that increasingly is captu.r~
ing the imagmation of Chinese’ wanting to
arld their country's long isolajion from the

est. 2

More than 33,000 people — shop clerks,
college graduates, farmers and faotory work-
ers — enrolled recently in two Esperanto .
correspondence courses. Thirteen Chinese
universities are offering Esperanto as'a for- +
eign language this year, and 19 others have’

Esperanto leachers on theig faculties. . .,

Esperanto associations have been cstab—
lished in 32 Chinese provinces ‘and cities, 30
Esperanto magazines -are hclhg pubhshed
here and, four times daily,” Radio ‘Beijing
. broadcasts a half- hour program ip fEspcranm
to about 50 countries. Becapsé of Espéfanto’s.

increasing popularity in China, the’ 1986~-

. Warld Es ramoConfemn will take plac
“in Shang i, . ce’ _,cg

Relauvcly few i:eoplc, probably. no mdre. :

, thag 10 milliou worldwide, speak Esperanto,

-is-published in Es
seems {0 dlsma

- make up- one of the world’s fastest-growing
wnungents of Esperanto spedl‘cers. o

Hope for a World L

Many Chinese taking up .anto beliye.
it will make European languages, 'on whichit -

anto. Byt none of

- is largely based, easier to leam: ‘Sorhe. Are "

convinced that the 30 ,000 or s foreign bogks’
that have betn transldted into Esperamo ovc'r
the years offer much for Chihg, And all seem’
to share the hope.that Esperanto as a world

together. i

‘| “Esperanto estasne nir Imgfarsed esta béla
- ideo,”

the” All-China Esperanto I.eaEE; ‘said thn‘;.,,

Zhang Qicheng, secremt}'—gcn&ral of .

then translated; “’Esperanto is
a language but-s beautiful ideal,”

other di?'
y that, sooner’or later, m;m

nm mere

and this ideal is-

4 kmd will have a common lafiguage.”

- Mr. Zhan ednor of the leagiie’s ma
El Popala Cjnio (From People’s C!
: Esperanto), and a member of the Umversal
- Bsparango. Adsociation, es that there is a
. long-term negd, particularly by Third World

ﬂ&

countries, for such gn internafional language .
- o “counter langnage hegemsqand fx tiof ¥
- national independence.” -~ % s

“Although English, for exa@ple is w1dcly
spoken, it cannot be used as atruly-interna- -

1 ‘lional language because Enghsh—speakmg
~ countries woulgfi thep‘be privileged and other -

countries would be resentful,” said Mr.
Zhang, who speaks” English and Indonesian
as well as Esperanto and several Chingse

I dialects. “Still, English is now dominant in

the world, and it-will be dlfflcult to change

 this historicdl. trend:™

As amazing as 120,000 Chmesc Speakers or
Esperatito may be, the figure,is dwarfed by
the estimated 10 miillion students enrolled in
T onnal courses of English and perhaps twice

ﬁl 9}
hina’s Esperantists,; mh& =

that number who are studying English in
night schools, by television and in informal
groups that meet in factories, clubs and cily
parks,

With China’s growing emphasis on English
as the primary foreign language in its schools
— French, Russian and Japanese combined
probably have fewer than 3 million students
-— the effort to promote Esperanto has been
vigorously debated. Critics have said it would
be better to learn German or Spanish or any
other national language than Esperanto.
s useless,” an English-s; ﬂE)cakmg Chinese
intellectual said. “There are already too many
lme%uages in the world, Why mvcut another
on
- Others here have suggested that Chinese -
shpuld first learn to speak well the standard,.
dialect of their own lan guage, Pomt that has
- a]so been made. i in cn‘uc:sm of English-lan-
guage instruction in schools here. And a
ew critics have noted in letters to Chinese
-newspapers that, members of the: All-China .
fanto. Leaﬂlc do. not even speak Espe-
rantp among themselves.

! Reasons for Popularity

i"[here;s some débats within China on the
usefulness of Esperanto,” Mr. Zhang ac-
knowledged. “Some do say that it is not
lhleammg‘ ™ a,,»

"i‘But 156 ulan&y coxmnuw to grow in
thna,'hc.smd ‘because, for Clnm-,sesr

- tantais Seasy to learn’ commred with qtﬁo-

nages and, again for Chinege; it .

- ‘Western |
" dogs facihtaw the learmng of other Europgan

lkngtmsqs,

’IheEspemnto habethas 28 lcttcrs,eaCh
vmh only-ope: soung About 60 percent of the
- words are. drawn from Latim, and with a series

. of prefixes and suffixes one root can produce »

.88 ,mny as 40 {él;{ie]d words. (llispemxggﬁ
language will n time bring people closer - Lg,rﬁjammaus aepn ot e

‘ compleiely regplar conjugation for verbs. All
*‘spelling ‘is ‘phopetic.. In

ectives end in ¥a,” and there is a single, -

ronunciation, the

aceent is always on the last syllable, -
| Esperanto, which mHsperamo means “one
pes,” was devised in 1887 by a Polish-
ﬁus&l%ﬂ ophihalmologist, L.L, Zamenhof, in.
tﬂa that-a' common lariguage would
hnng e people. of Furope closer together.
though Zamenhof borrowed little” from,
inese in ichmmg Espcr anto, the way its
ords areéormbd is sinular to Cbmese, Mr.
said. '

.| “Althou

ives our .

ytual

.l:l"

we w write an chqracMs,,and this
guage. angther ion,

; he dof% 1;:1;}{0 1sE:IOSe L
Chinese,” he. sai (3 tanto
ver _approach;ble for a_ Chinese Pe

i. Zh 1, Was studying Bnglish as a
outh, in Sgg’hghm in 1930 when h%lmbacama
fmna;ed with F_speranlo hich at the time-
was quue popular among Chinese mtcllectu-

“It seemedwme that it would be easier for
-Chinese to assimilate the Western science and
technology we needed t0.develop the country
- through Esperanto- than a dozen different
 foreign langua es,” Mr. Zhang recalled, “Up--
fortunately, I d that few science books
had been translated into Esperanto. But

,Ihrough readmg novels and other luerary

works which had been translated, my insight
into the West increased greatly.”

Mr. Zhang's — and China’s — continuing
fascination with Esperanio is thus part of the
long search for a way to speed China’s mod-
ernization and economic development by
opening it to the outside world.

Experienced Western linguists are said to

be able to learn Esperanto’s basics with 20 |
hours of instrugtion, and Chu Mingjie, an |

official of the Esperanto League, said that
Chinese can Jearn Esperanto well enough 1o
teach it 1o others within a yeat, and that even
those studying the-langudge by correspon-
dence course can read ind write Esperanto
" with ease after a year.~

When the Shanghai Foreign Language In-

" stitute allowed its third-year slydents major-

anto

ing in English and French to take Es kw

-as.an optional third language, more

. enrolled, to the amazement of their teachcrs
- After. Ihe first semester, Wei Yuangshu, the

chief instructor; seud that the stadents,
among China’s.
Japanese, would probably speak Esperante
even better because of its simplicity.

' "qulym% Esperamo s not as Quixotic as
it seems at -

"' an " American-trained Chi-
nese hxsmnan commented. “In the 19305, we
were experinienting with anythmg that rmght
help us, and thal experimentation continues.
- Esperamo is' not a vcry practical ap-
proach,k Jbut, placed within, modemn

. Stipported by Mao

Its siudy was SUPPerbd by the Edacation

‘Ministry' undbr the old .Chinese Nationalisg

‘government, : by leading intellectuals such as | |
Ly Haun and Jater by the Commu- | *
saw 1t as pohncally progressive.'| |

“If we could- take Esperanto as the means, |
and internationalism and revolution as the |

the wris
msts w

1dcal," the late:Chairman Mao said in 1939,
when Esperanio was being uscd to promote
the "Chinese’ Communists’ cause abroad,
“then Espcranto can be leamed and shoula
be learned.” " 5

Espemnto was’ mtroduced into Chinese
universitics asa !‘ﬁmsll language in 1963, but
study was ed whcn all: schools were
closed 1l Cultural Revolution,
and ‘a revival began only. in 1979. Now, the
Esperanio League’s magazine
scribers; and new Esperanto
+ tionaries’ sell out quickly.

‘Despite the enthusmsm here for Esperanto,

ics and dic-

“matched;onl m_ a few ccuntnw in Eastern |
,-Mf. Zhang does |

Europe and I
not believe tﬁat

s tine-Bas -pome.

“We should, admit that, at least for the |

 present,; Esﬁmlq is not Mdasprcad or very

' popular in the wdrld, and thys is not practical

as an internatiqnal ‘language;” he said. “Still,
/it plays:its role jn ‘ot n respects and will
continue to feepen ‘understanding and
friendshi EF ﬁamffercnt ﬂcoples. e

communicate; ‘today; people have 1o leam a
lot of fofei

quite atlracmfe to many people particularly
the young b s i

English, French and |!

Chiness
‘Jusmry n IS lfcrtauﬂy understandablc » -

5 42,000 sub~_

uages, but, ideally, Espe- |
ranto would b su icient, and this idea is still -

|

e
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